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INDEPENDENT DOCUMENTARY ON MARCHING BAND DEBUTS

LOS ANGELES – American Band Productions, Inc. presents the premiere of the documentary THE PRIDE OF BROKEN ARROW on DVD. 

The film goes behind-the-scenes with one of the country’s best marching band programs. Documentary filmmaker Matt Maddox received unrestricted access to the back room deliberations of the staff, students and parents of the marching band in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. 

The result is a candid documentary that reveals how young musicians and their teachers come to understand the power of tradition and the depth of their character that drives them to the pinnacle of their season – Bands of America Grand Nationals Championships in Indianapolis, Indiana.

“I was drawn to how the bands that compete at the national level deal with the pressure,” Maddox says. “What we found were teachers and kids utilizing teamwork and trust to overcome obstacles on and off the marching field.”

The filmmakers chose Broken Arrow High School because of its reputation and the fierce rivalries in Oklahoma. Maddox met with Broken Arrow band director Scott Tomlinson to discuss the prospect of having cameras follow the band’s every move.

“They were at all of our private staff meetings, competitions and some of our homes. After a while, we forgot they were even filming,” Tomlinson explains. “I think the finished film illustrates the difficult decisions that we have to make as a staff and that those moments can’t be taught in music education classes.”

(more)
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Music educator and lecturer Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser agrees, “THE PRIDE OF BROKEN ARROW focuses on those wonderful intangible character-values. It’s a compelling story demonstrating the immeasurable effort and energy unselfishly contributed by the band.”
American Band Productions will use a grassroots strategy to distribute the film through community music stores and the film’s website – www.prideofbrokenarrow.com
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