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I marched in my high school band in Georgia and even though we were nowhere near the level of a band like Broken Arrow, I knew there was a story to tell. 

I contacted Bands of America, the organizer of the national championship, and they recommended five bands from across the country. Broken Arrow was one of those. I managed to get a meeting with the Broken Arrow band directors and from that first meeting I felt they understood what the film was about. Even though I was asking for unrestricted access to their staff meetings and students, they could see it wasn’t an expose. Their trust and understanding of what we were after comes across in the film. 

And I took the presence of the camera into account when I was choosing how to shoot the movie. I chose the Sony VX-2000 DV camera for several reasons. Not only are these cameras affordable but also they were being adopted by professionals because of their technical capabilities. More importantly was the size of the camera. I believe we really captured some intense moments because they didn’t feel the eye of a large camera peering through them. They will tell you they forgot we were even there at times. And that is the highest compliment you can receive when you’re attempting cinema verite. 

After the four-month shoot, I sat down in front of the computer and began to edit the 200 hours of raw footage.  I got up one year later and we had a 78-minute feature film. It was harder than shooting the movie because the editing process is where the story is found. 

One of the most interesting elements is how the staff copes with the stress of creating the show. Behind closed doors, they talk frankly about the problems they are facing and how to fix them. Later they must communicate to the kids their concerns while also motivating and encouraging them. It’s that balance between the staff’s personal ambitions and professional responsibility to the students that is so dynamic. 

I believe the themes of the movie are universal and will appeal to a broad audience. The movie is not just about a band but how these very talented and passionate people work together to create, entertain, and compete. Anyone who has worked in a team or group and faced obstacles along the way will relate to these teachers and students. 

Having the opportunity to be a part of The Pride for a season not only made a great movie but also gave me a chance to be around amazing people. I hope that those who see this movie will not only have a new understanding of bands but also see there are surprising stories among our ordinary lives.

